IN THE 1830S AND 18'0S EUROPEAN POWERS WERE INCREASINGLY STRUTTING

IN AN AGGRESSIVE FASHION IN THE FAR EAST. CHINA LOST THE OPIUM WAR WITH

BRITAIN AND IN THE 1842 TREATY OF NANKING WAS FORCED TO ACCEPT FREE
TRADE AGREEMENTS THAT GAVE MUCH POWER TO WESTERN COUNTRIES.

MIZUNO TADAKUNI, IN 1828~
1843 AND AGAIN IN 18-
1845, THE ROJU (CHIEF
SENIOR COUNSELOR) OF THE
TOKUGAWA SHOBUNATE

THAT RULED JAPAN

THIS
CONCERNS
ANOTHER
COUNTRY, BUT
IT SHOULD BE A
WARNING FOR

N USTOO.

N

/ NEWS OF THIS EVENTUALLY
REACHED JAPAN, ISOLATED SINCE
THE 16305, AND ADDED TO A
GROWING SENSE OF UNEASE FELT
BY A FEW FARSIGHTED FIGURES. THE
EASY DEFEAT OF THE MUCH-ADMIRED
CHINESE EMPIRE AT THE HANDS OF
L FOREIGN BARBARIANS WAS A SHOCK.

Iz AN A S
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COMMOPORE MATTHEW CALBRAITH
PERRY (179'-1858) WAS A SENIOR
OFFICER IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY.
FIRM AND CALCULATING, HE HAD BEEN
GRANTED FULL AND DISCRETIONARY
POWERS, INCLUDING THE USE OF FORCE,
BY THE LS. SECRETARY OF STATE.

| KNOWING THE TASK WOULD NOT BE
EASY, HE TOOK EFFORTS TO PREPARE,
READING THE FEW BOOKS ABOUT
JAPAN THEN AVAILABLE AND MEETING
WITH JAPANOLOGISTS LIKE PHILIPP
FRANZ VON SIEBOLD, WHO HAD SPENT
EIGHT YEARS WORKING IN THE SMALL
DUTCH ISLAND TRAPING POST OF
DEJIMA IN NAGASAKI HARBOR.

PERRY AND CREW LEFT THE UNITED STATES FROM VIRGINIA ON NOVEMBER ZY,
1852, STOPPING AT SEVERAL POINTS ON THE WAY. THEY REACHED HONG
KONG IN APRIL 1853, MEETING WITH SAMUEL WELLS WILLIAMS, A SINOLOBIST
WHO STUPIED CHINESE LANGUAGE, LITERATURE, AND CIVILIZATION AND WHO
HAD BEEN TO JAPAN IN 1837 WITH THE ILL-FATED VISIT OF THE SHIP
MORRISON. WILLIAMS GAVE THEM CHINESE VERSIONS OF THE OFFICIAL LS.
LETTERS. IN SHANGHAI IN MAY, ANTON L. C. PORTMAN TRANSLATED THE
LETTERS INTO PUTCH, AS THAT WAS THE EUROPEAN LANGUAGE USED IN JAPAN.

10
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TELL THEM T
REFUSE TO DEAL WITH
LOCAL LEADERS.

“‘/

I DEMAND AN
AUDIENCE WITH THE HIGH
OFFICIALS OF KING
SHO TAI AT SHURI CASTLE.

PERRY HAD DECIDED THAT IN THIS
LAND OF STRICT CEREMONY AND
HIERARCHY, THE BEST POLICY WAS
TO REMAIN ALOOF AND APPEAR
TO BE AN UNQUESTIONABLY
IMPORTANT FIGURE.

1z
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IT APPEARS TO HAVE
WORKED, AS EVENTUALLY A
MEETING WAS ARRANGED.
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ON JULY 9 A MAN CALLED NAKAJIMA
SABUROSUKE ROWED OUT TO THE
SUSRUEHANNA, WITH NO GUARDS,
ONLY AN INTERPRETER. HE WAS A

YORIKI, A MIDDLE-RANKING MEMBER

OF THE URABGA BUBGYO, THE OFFICIAL

e

ADMINISTORS OF THE URAGA AREA.

e U
N AR
\EPNAR

_—
NG

4 N
AT FIRST THE AMERICANS
REFUSED TO ALLOW HIM ABOARD.
BUT AFTER SOME NEGOTIATION,
THEY ALLOWED HIM TO COME.

THESE
ORPERS WILL
MAKE IT CLEAR
THAT NO
FOREIGN SHIPS

ARE ALLOWED ;mlftll-l(s‘\;%l,lw
INTO JAPANESE e 1o

PORTS.

COMMOPORE
PERRY.™

N
I HAVE A
LETTER FROM
THE PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES,
AND ONLY HIGH-
RANKING
BOVERNMENT
OFFICIALS WILL PO,

TELL THEM T
REFUSE TO TALK TO
LOWER OFFICIALS.

WHEN THE JAPANESE OFFICIALS HEARD THIS, THEY DECIDED TO SEND
ANOTHER MAN TO PRETEND TO BE THE CHIEF OFFICIAL OF THE AREA,
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A

THAT MAN, KAYAMA EIZAEMON,
MET ANOTHER OFFICER, AS PERRY
REFUSED TO MEET HIM TOO. |/

WE HAVE HEARD THIS BEFORE,
AND WE ARE GETTING
RATHER SICK OF IT.

PLEASE
TAKE YOUR
SHIPS TO
NABGASAKIL...

COMMODORE PERRY
DEMANDS TO GIVE THE
LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
TO THE HIGHEST-RANKING
OFFICIALS FROM EDO.

THE DESIGNATED
PORTS FOR
FOREIGNERS.

IF NOT, HE WILL
MARCH TROOPS

AND DELIVER THE
LETTER IN FORCE!
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IT'S ONLY
RIGHT AND
PROPER THAT
WE SHOULD
CONTINUE
WESTWARD
EXPANSION

THERE, T FEAR, WE HAVE A
DIFFERENCE, COMMODPORE—T SEE
AMERICA'S MORAL MISSION AS ONE
OF PEMOCRATIC EXAMPLE RATHER

THAN ONE OF CONQUEST.

ACROSS THE
PACIFIC222
AND JAPAN

IS ON THAT

_ PATHWAY.

AND IF EXAMPLE
ALONE DOES NOT
PROVE IMPRESSIVE
ENOUGH, PO YOu

SHIRK FROM THE

— =" NOT WHEN
E— NECESSARY.

USE OF FORCE?

OH, FORGIVE
ME. T DID
NOT MEAN

TO QUESTION
YOUR

COURAGE.
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= I'Ve SEEN
BATTLE IN
THE MEXICAN

i

I MEANT THAT
THE OLIVE BRANCH OF
PEACE MUST BE BACKED

FIRST SETTLERS HAD LET
THE NATIVE INDIANS
PUSH THEM OUT OF

VIRGINIA IN THE 16005,

THERE WOULD BE NO

UNITED STATES NOW,

6/
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I AFFIRM
THE RIGHT TO
SELF-DEFENSE,

BUT NOW

THAT WE ARE
POSSESSED
OF A VAST
DOMAIN...

CERTAINLY ENOUGH FOR
OUR FUTURE DEVELOPMENT,
IT'S TIME FOR US TO STOP THE

AFTER A CERTAIN POINT 1S
REACHED, NO COUNTRY CAN
ADVANCE WITHOUT CAUSING PERIL
TO ITS INSTITUTIONS, PROSPERITY,
VIRTUE, AND PEACE. T THINK WE

HAVE REACHED THAT POINT,

THERE WE DIFFER,
INDEED. AS HORACE,
UH, WHAT'S HIS SURNAME,
SAID \N THE NEW YORK

TRIBLUNE: 3

I'm GROWN UP ALREADY,
SIR. I'm BI6 ENOUGH—AND
SO 1S THE COUNTRY.

=
EXPAND
ANY MORE
I WON'TAIT
my PANTS:--
I —| AND NEITHER

WOULD THE
— COUNTRY.

ACQUISITION AND CONQUEST.

"60 WEST, YOUNG
MAN, AND BROW UP WITH
THE COUNTRY."*

HA, HA,

AN EXCELLENT ANALOGY,
BUCHANAN! T CAN SEE YOUR
CELTIC HERITAGE GAVE YOU A

LOVE OF POETIC IMAGERY.

“HORACE GREELEY (1811-1872), EDITOR OF THE NEW YORK TRIBUNE, SPOKE THESE FAMOUS WORDS,

62
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AS NEGOTIATIONS MOVED ON, THE JAPANESE SIDE AGREED TO
ALMOST ALL OF PERRY'S DEMANDS, EXCEPT THE TYPE OF COMMERCIAL
AGREEMENTS THAT CHINA HAD BEEN FORCED INTO EARLIER.

THE TREATIES THAT
YOUR GOVERNMENT AND
THOSE OF SEVERAL OTHER
WESTERN COUNTRIES SIGNED
WITH CHINA ARE QUITE
IMPOSSIBLE IN THE

THE CHINESE
MAY ALSO
SOON HAVE
CAUSE TO
REGRET THOSE
TREATIES
THEMSELVES,

I AM PREPARED TO DELAY THE
SIGNING OF AN EXTENSIVE
COMMERCIAL TREATYZ222AS LONG
AS OUR MAIN DEMANDS ARE MET,

HAYASHI IS PLAYING A
WEAK HAND VERY WELL,

m

an

l!'\

=
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THE MAIN PROBLEM WAS WHICH
PORTS WOULD BE OPEN TO THE UNITED
STATES. PERRY STRONGLY REJECTED
NAGASAKI, AS THAT WOULD FEEL LIKE
91 SIMPLY BEING LET INTO A PORT THAT WAS

f ALREADY HALF OPEN. HE WANTED NEW
AND SIGNIFICANT PORTS OPENED TO THEM,

INDEED. T THINK
THE COMMODPORE HAS
MET HIS MATCH,

89
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JAPAN HAD AT LEAST MANAGED TO AVOID THE

ALMOST COMPLETE SUBJUGATION THAT CHINA CONDITIONS TODAY MEAN
HAD EXPERIENCED IN THE UNEQUAL TREATY THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO

SYSTEM. TI NAOSUKE, THE DAIMYO OF HIKONE, ENSURE THE SAFETY OF
WAS A KEY FIBURE WHO HAD RECOMMENDED OUR COUNTRY BY

THE ACCEPTANCE OF THE AMERICANS' TERMS, INSISTENCE ON SECLUSION.

WE MUST REVIVE THE TRADING VESSELS
THAT EXISTED IN THE EARLY SEVENTEENTH

CENTURY AND CONSTRUCT NEW STEAMSHIPS, 4

ESPECIALLY POWERFUL WARSHIPS,

SO THAT AT SOME POINT IN THE
FUTURE WE MIGHT REIMPOSE
THE BAN ON FOREIBNERS.

SINCE T UNDERSTAND THAT
THE AMERICANS AND RUSSIANS
HAVE ONLY RECENTLY BECOME
SKILLED IN NAVIGATION, T PO
NOT SEE HOW WE CLEVER AND
QUICK-WITTED JAPANESE SHOULD
PROVE INFERIOR TO THEM,

95
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